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srajl oSo Ft^/mm* pf&sroeftr tamki is pbobasly still aliyf 

i. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 

a. the Embassy has recently noted several sports in the 

toORLO PRESS THAT FORMER PRESI0ENT N00R MOHAMMAD TARAXl IS 
SAIO TO HAVE -OIEO Or HIS GUNSHOT HOUNDS ON SEPTEMBER 18.* 
* MOST OF THESE STORIES APPEAR TO HAVE STEMMEO FROM A FRENCH 
9 NEWS AGENCY REPORT (AN AFP REPORTER HAS BEEN IH KABUL DURING 
RECENT DAYS). 
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3. THE EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT TARAKI IS STILL ALIVE - AT 
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LEAST OF THIS OATE, SEPTEMBER 19. LOCAL AFGHAN SOURCES 
HHOM He REQARO AS RELIA8L2 HAVE STATED THAT TARAKI IS ALIVE 
AND BEING KEPT AT A GOVERNMENT REST HOUSE. AN EASTERN 
EUROPEAN AM9ASSA00R GAVE THIS SANE INFORMATION TO OUR 
CHARGE ON SEPTEMBER 19. 

<«. WHATEVER THE TRUTH, HOUEVER, MOST AFGHANS BELIEVE THAT 
TARAKI TS OEAO. INOEEO, THE AFP REPORT REFLECTS ONE OF THE 
, RUMORS OFTEN HEARO HERE. HIS PICTURES HAVE DISAPPEARED — 
AND HIS NAME IS RAPIDLY FADING OUT OF EARSKOT. PRESIOENT 
HAFIZULLAH AMIN DID NOT REFER TO HIS PRE0ECE8S0R BY NAME IN 
HIS MAIOEN PRESIDENTIAL A00RES8 OF SEPTEMBER 17 — AND 
MIGHT ELECT TO CONTINUE THIS STRATEGY OF CRITICIZING HIS FORMER 
-GREAT TEACHER' ONLY OBLIQUELY FOR 'PAST MISTAKES.' WHEN 
TARAKI EVENTUALLY PASSES ON, THE -KHALQI REGIME, FOLLOWING 
MANY AFGHAN PRECEDENTS, MAY BURY HTM OUIETLY AND NOT MAKE 
ANY OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT. BECAUSE HE HAS ALREADY 'OIEO' 
ONCE, THE LOCALRUMOR MILL MAY NOT PICK UP THAT EVENT IrfHEN 
IT OCCURS. AMSTUT2 
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